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Aﬀs 6. 8... 

Stephanus plenus. gratia & fortitu- 

. ' dine; faciebart prodigia & figna 
magna 1n populo. 


Stepben full of Grace and courage did preat © 


Wonders and ſigns among the people. 


: FT ſeems to be the intention of the 
| E*%Yy Church (Sacred Majeſty) amidſt 


» L , FA 
—__— 


Xo her Tranſports of Joy for the 
EN word made Fleſh, to Crown her 
WW 22 Emmanuel with Flowers, to imi- 
rate the Spouſe in the Canticles, and ſtrow the 
Manger with never-fading Roſes and Lilies, 


| Leflulus noſter Floridus. The firſt ſhe offers to cane. «. 15. 


day in the Martyrdom of St. Stephen, the other 
ſhe is preparing for to morrow in the unſpotted 
Virginity of the Beloved Diſciple ; and the nexc 
day you will fee her twiſting them into a Gar- 
land in the Feaſt of Holy Innocents, in whom 
the Roſe, and the Lily embrace; Martyrdom is 
founded. upon Innocence, and Innocence is 
Crown'd with Martyrdom : Floribus ejns nec Roſe, 

2 . mec 


Beda Serm, 18. 
de ſans, 


nec Lilia deſunt, (aies our Engliſh Do@or. And 


this I gather co have been her deſign in the My- 
ſerious diſpoſition of her Feſtivals; for it becomes 


| her Love and Wiſdom it ſhould be ſo : her Love, 


to make her Beloved that Preſent which is moſt 
worthy. of his acceptance; the firſt Copy. of him- | 


elf, and moſt reſembling the. Bleſſed Original ; 


her Wiſdom, to offer him as ſoon as he was born, 
the Firſt-fruits of his Death, becauſe he began to 
Die for her, as ſoon as he began to Live 1n the 
world. a mortal life. 

But there are ſo many remarkable, ſo many 
wonderful paſſages in. the Martyrdom of St. Ste- 


_ phen,that a bare recical of them-would take up my 


Aug. Tom. IC 
Ir. 2, de 
Sand, 


whole time, were they not ſo generally known 
and celebrated ,. that ic would be a needleſs Re- 
petition to relate them : Martyrs illius merita, 
nulla pars orbu. ignorat. Beſides, they are ſo pa- 


 thetically. deſcribed by St. Luke in the 6. and 7. 


chapters of the 4s, that the ſame Holy Father 
profeſſed, after they had been read tothe people, 
they had not heard them. recited, but even ſeen 
them repreſented before their Eyes ; audivimus 
non folum , ſed. etiam ocxlis ſpeftavimus. The time. 
and place ; his Preheminence and Miaiftry ; his 
plenitude of Faith and Courage; the means and | 
manner of his Death ; the Priviledges and Teſti- 
monies of his Sanity , both before and after it, 

> EE I 


all concur to: render his Martyrdom molt Iltuſtri- | 
ous. For the Time, it was within ten Months af. £; 75% in 
ter the Crucifixion of our Lord 3 "The place was "I 
one of the greateſt Theaters of the world, with 
a concourſe of all the Inhabitants of a moſt po. 

lous City, where he ſuffered, bur like his Blel- 
ed Maſter, Extra portam , out of the Gate, a Cir- As, T9:9 
cumſtance full of Myſtery in the death of Chriſt, , 
and of Honor in Sr. Stephen's ; His preheminence, 8 ; avi 
that he gave the firſt * Inſtance of che Efficacy AE 
of the Blood of Chriſt inthe contempr of Death ; Tar4ſs ai 
his Miniſtry , that he was the firſt inthe order of Aug. ibid. 
Charity and Relief of the poor, as Sc. Peter was ats.s. «. 
in the Apoſtleſhip.and Preaching the word : The 
plenitude of his Faith, in doing wonders and. figns +8. 
amongſt the People ; and of his couraze, in with- <-.1o. 
ſtanding and baffling the learned, and. patiently 
ſubmitting to the fury of che ignorant and deluded 
Mulcitude ; the means. of his death, by ſuffering up. 
on the Depoſitions of falſe Witneſſes ; the manner, ..,.. 
being ſton'd by all che people; the Antecedent ,g,,.... 
Teſtimonies of his SanCtity, in. darting rayes of 
Glory from his Countenance like another Moſes, Afs6. 15. 
and ſeeing the Heavens open , and. Jeſus ſtanding at  ., 
the right hand of God, as it he were coming to al. 
Gſt ar his Conflit , and co Crown him upon the 
place of Victory. The Sub/equent , Innumerable 
Miracles exhibited at his Memory , and at the 

Ys OE tn 9 eli 


6.4} 

Tranſlation of his SacredReliques, many of which 
Hag. de Civir, SC« Auznſtin relates inthe 22. Book of the City of God; 
pa 4.22 atteſted by men of the greateſt credit, done in his 
out by Er: own Neighbourhood, and ſome in the very place 


ſerted among Where he was Biſhop, upon his own cercain 


his Sermons 


irem, knowledge and examination, in fight of ail the 
*rm.7- people; infomuch that ſpeaking of one of them, 
he profeſles he did not think, theie was any per. 
ſon in the whole Town, who had not ſeen, or 
heard it credibly reported , not any one who 
7 inp could poſlibly torger it. And if ſo great a Dotor's 
miraculum, authority be of ſuch weight ro encourage all Chri- 


ut nullum ar- 


biwer efe Hip ftians to frequent the Shrines, and beg che Pray- 
penn tz, ers of the Saints, and offer their own to Jeſus 
ee Obriſt by their hands; what he affirms elſe- 
ratione coliviſei yg here , that we owe the Apoſtle of the Gen- 
+ phages tiles, a Saul converted into Parl, to the Inter- 
ceſſion of St. Stephen | does abundantly atteſt the 
efficacy of their Prayers, and juſtify our Ap. 
plication to them. 
. Here (Beloved Chriſtians) is a large field for 
a Panegyrick, many objects of Admiration 
many ſubjects of Imication; and ſince we come 
not here to admire, butto Learn, Let us ſingle 
_ out thoſe which make the moſt for our Example. 
And fince the laſt words of dying Men, uſually” 
make the deepeſt impreſſion, while I diſcourſe in 


my Firſt part of his Fulneſs of Grace and Couraze, 


and 


NN 


and the , overflow thereof 1 /zoms 41d Wonders, 
and what is greater, in praying for his Enemies, 
I ſhall reſerve your laſt Attention to the applying 
of all this to our (elves, particularly in order to 
the great Evangelical Precept of forgiving laju- 
ries. Vouchſafe to joyn your Prayers with me 
and for me, that I may partake of that Spiric 
which filled him , that your ſelves may not be able 
to reſiſt the wiſdom:and ſpirit by which be ſpake , and 
which ſtill ſpeaks in them who :Preach Jeſus 
Chriſt in the ſame Spirit, which firſt repleniſhed 
the Bleſſed Virgin, who is now become the Angel- 
Guardian of the Incarnate Divinity , as ſhe be- 
came his Mother when the Angel Rd her, 


_ Hall full , of Grace, &c. 
A*® the Birth of Chriſt is the fountain of all 


our happineſs, fo. I cqntemplate him in the 
Manger of Bethlecm- (the Ciftern of which David 7/79, 
ſo much longed in ſpirit to drink) as that Foun. (96 © fer 
cain in Pargdice which, roſe. from the Earch, and tlie 
watered the whole ſuxface of it.” I;s inſt Diviſion !7ncs. 
was into greater Rivers, and the farther it went, &.15 
the more # divided into-ſmaller Riyulers. Thug conpared 
the fauntgin af living Waters, dilcharges lame part 
of xs inexhauſtible Roxerinigevery channel, into 
every Breakk which 1s prepared 19 reogive: fig + 
E —_ 


John 1. 16. 


Num. 25. 
V. 11,12,13. 


IF 


and tho' we all partake of bis Fulneſs, yet thoſe 


more plentifully who are neareſt che head. This 


wasthe reaſon of St. Stephen's extraordinary ple. 
nitude, impletus eft ſupra modum : and being lo near 
him who was full of Grace and Truth, he muſt 
needs be ' oo of Grace and Power. They who 
are neareſt the Sovereign , ever enjoy'd parti- 


cular favors and priviledges ; and particular Re. 


wards have been ever aſfign'd them who Rand 
the firſt ſhock of che Enemy, or firſt break into 
a Squadron, or mount a Breach , or interpoſe 
themſelves as a Wall to defend the houſe of God. 
And if we read that Phinehas Son of Eleazar, who 
while the Reſt were weeping , gave the firſt In- 
Nance of a Manly Zeal mixed with Courage, 
and conſecrated his hands in the Blood of the 
Enemies of his God, deſery'd immortal Com- 
mendations from the 'thouth of ' the Divinity , 
and in Recompence' had the fovereign Prieſthood 
eſtabliſhed in his houſe , and made hereditary 
co his Family; can we think there was no ſpe- 
cial Grace ſet apart, no ſpecial priviledge reſerv'd 
for St. Stephen, who maintain'd the canſe of Jeſus 
Chriſt againſt a whole Nation, in the face of the 


Synagogue, in the face of the great Council or 


Sanhedrim ; againſt the Diſputations df the Learn- 
ed, the terrors of the Magiſtrate, the Depoſitions 
of falfe Witneffes, and the rage of the incenſed 
| | : | Mobile? 


= __ 


Mobile ? Yes, be was full of Grace and Courage, 
plenus gratia On fortitudine : bis fulneſs of Grace 


manifelted itlelt in the greanels of his Courage ; 


Courage 1s the effect of Grace, but fulneſs of 


conrage 1s che reward for having comply'd with 


the fulncſs of Grace. 
He begaa therefore where others end. The 
firſt notice we have of him is, chat he was full 


of Faith and of the Holy Ghoſt. With this Elogy. 


he is ſet at the head of the new College of 
Deacons ; St. Luke barely calls over their Names, 
aſſigns their Miniſtry in common, but appropri- 


Acts 6. 5. 


ates the great Character to St. Stephen ; Yr plenus - 


gratia, & Spiritu Sanfio. This is the firſt news we 
, have of him; the firſt appearance he makes, 
ſhews him full of Grace and Conrage, or as the 
Greek and Vulgar Engliſh render ir, full of Faith 
and Power , mips moos , Iwauces. But why does 
the Latin Interpreter put Grace inftead of Faith, 


and Fortitude inſtead of Power ? Fulneſs of Grace 


implies more than Faith, and Fortitude fignifies leſs 
than Power. One may have Faith, and art the 
ſame time be void of Charicy, fo ſhort is \Faith 
of the Plenitude of Grace. One may poſlefs 
Courage, and Fortitude, and Reſolution, and yer 
want power to Execute. Belides there is a paſhive 
Courage, which cannot in any proper ſenſe merit 
the Name of Power. | grant the words. are 


B __ almoſt 


-  Ats 6 Io 


[10 |] 
almoſt Synonimous in the uſage of Holy Writ z 
Grace and Faith are indifferently uſed as gene. 
ral Names of Divine Gifts ; ſo Fortitude and 
Power ſignify the ſame thing in effe&t, but Grace 
is amore comprehenſive word than Faith ; and 
Fortitude has an Energy which is not expreſled 
in Power. The Pen-man therefore of the Latin 
Text to fill up our Proto-Martyr's Character , 
gives it a brightneſs in the very choice of his 
words, and ſtyles him full of Grace, to ſhew that 
every Grace was as perfe&t'and conſpicuous in 
him as his Faith ; and to declare his power aCtive 
and efficacious, he writes him full of Fortitude 
and Courage, plenum gratia @» fortitudine. | 

With this Commendation the makes his firſt 
appearance in the world. No wonder then the 


firſt Action we find him doing is big with Prod: 
gies and Signs among the people. He ted them ina 
double Capacity ; he broke to the Little one the _ 


Spiritual and Elementary Bread; the proper 
function of a Deacon to provide for the double 
neceſlities of the Poor; and when-his Dodrin 
would not go down with - them, he fed them 
with Miracles , faciebat prodigia & ſigna magna 


in populo. 


But here may he ſeem 'to exceed his Com- 


-miſfion ; »for ypon- the Grecians Complainr that 
'their Widows were neglected in the daily Mini- 


{traction 


[11] 
fkration, the Apoſtles, ſaies the Holy Text, call 
together the Mulcitude, and having premis'd how 
unreaſonable it would be for them to leave the 
Word of God, and ſerve Tables, they ordain Dea- 
cons. But we find St. Stephen diſcharging both 
theſe Offices, while his hands ſerve the Tables, 
his Tongue Preaches 3 and when his Tongue 
1s ſilent, his hands ſpeak Miracles; he joyns the 
Apoſtolate to his Miniſtry, and like his Bleſled 
Lord, through a plenitude of power, he com- 
mands over Nature as a Maſter, and thro' the 
plenitude of his Grace and humilicy he admini- 
iters to his Brethren as a Servant. In fine, he 
Preaches as an Apoſtle, he ſerves as a Deacon, 
he diſputes as a Divine, he reaſons as a Philoſopher, 
he rebukes as a Father , he fights as a Souldier, he 
looks an Angel, and dyes a Martyr. = 


When he diſputes, neither the plauſible Ar. Surexerunt 


guments of the Libertines, nor the craft of the 
Cyrenians , 
Satyrical tongues of the Alexandrians,, nor the 
Learning and acuceneſs of the Cilicians, nor the 
diffuſive eloquence and flouriſhes of che Aſraus can 
prevail againſt him; On the Contrary, all of 
them in one Body and with-uniced forces cannot 
{ſtand the ſtrengch of his Reaſans ;, are not able to 
'refiſt the wiſdom and the Spirit by . which be ſpake. 
| When he acts, Charity ſtreaches out his hands, 

BB 2 | Zeal 


nor the haughty comportment and *< ": 9: 


Dara cervice, 
&C. 
Acts 7.51. 


Acts 7. 54 


=: S : as Ge I2, 


[12] 

Zeal moves his feet, the powers of Nature 
ply under him, health, comforts and peace wait 
upon his ſteps, and ar his command diſeaſes fly 
awav, and are no more - To his Faith and Power 
nothing is incurable, but the Canker in the Jews 
Breaſts, nothing is inflexible, bur their ſtiff.necks, 
and the ſtone in their hearts. When he Preaches, 
Moſes and all the Prophets dwell upon his Tongue, 
and his Divine Sermon regiſtred As 7th. de- 
monſtrates the Witdom with which he was re- 
pleniſhr, and ro which the High Prieſt afliſted 
with the whole Sanhedrim, The Doctors, Scribes 


and Phariſees, that is, the Learned in both Di- 


vine and Human Laws, had nothing to reply, 
but in gnaſhing of Teeth and meditating Revenge, 
in venting their Paſſion in a contus'd noiſe, and 
ſtopping their Ears. And to ſhew they would 
not be converted, tho' convinced, they prepare 
to ſtone whom they could not confute. A dread- 


full Inſtance that a whole Nation may be infa. 
'ruated, and carryed on by the Malice of a few, 
- Who ſtir up the people, (commoverunt plebem) ſtir up 


the Zealous, bur undilcerning Mulcitude ; and 
even the Elders ( Seniores ) the wiſe and govern- 
ing part of the Nation ; and even the Scribes and 
Divines ( Scribas ) the Learned and Religious 
part of the Nation, to imbrue their hands in 


| Innocent Blood, 


Bur 


[13] 


But oh the Saul, at whoſe feet they laid down their Ads 7.58. 
cloaths ! who, ſaies St. Auguſtin, ſtoned him in all 
their hands , omnium Veſtimenta ſervabat, &* tan- Aug. term. 4. 
quam manibus onnium lapidabat. Bur Bleſſed be © 7mt- 
| God, Saul was converted. Stephen lo full of. Grace, 
was fo full of Power as to Convert him : the 
Prayers of a Stephen converted him, ſaies the 
lame Farther ; For ctho' the Apparicion of Chuiit 
was the iramcdiate cauſe of his Converſion, yet 
the great Do&tor doubts not to aftirm, that if 412 79m. 10. 


Serm. 1, de 


Stephen had not Prayed for his Enemies , the Sar, jecund. - 
d'tos Fulgentit. 


Church had wanted this illuſtrious Convert ; v. nouer:ts 
yY Slephanus fre non oraſſet , Eccleſia Panlum 101 14-mum vale 


erit 0Y.4tto 


haberet. O the efficacious prayers of the. Souls 5andi Stepha- 


ni, recurrie 


of them who were _ for the word of God, and for nobiſcum as 

the Teſtimony Which they held! O the power of OO 
thoſe cries which iflue from under the Altar to Fn = 
judge and avenge their Blood ! The Revenge 4 ſ«2.o | 


thele meek and Blefled Souls demand, is the WOT a6 

filling up the number of their Fellow. ſervants and =». 1. 

Brethren , that they who perſecuted them may be 

converted, and of Enemies become their Dil. 

ciples ; But they are commanded to reſt yet for a Aibuc rempm 

little Seaſon, till the great God Holy and True rm 

vouchſate to open their Eyes to Truth, and their 

hearts to Holyneſs , while the Prayers of their 

once deteſted Brethren, whole Lives and Do- 

drin they thought madneſs, and their end inglorious, yvin. ;.. 4. 
labour 


Rom. 11. 33+ 


2Kings 21.16. 


2 Mach. g.13. 
Acts 5.5. 


*- ] 0, 


Rom, 5. 20. 


Pſalm, 132. 


labour to facilitate their Return 3 and ſmooth 


\ their paſſage , having taken away the Thorn in 


their own feet, to leave the Roſe for theirs. 
0 the depth of the Riches of the wiſdom and know- 
ledge, of the goodneſs and mercy of God ! how 
unſearchable are his Mercies, as well as bis Judg- 
ments | Saul diſobeys, and is abandon'd ; David 
commits murther, and is forgiven; Manaſſes 
ſheds much innocent Blood , Sanguinem innoxium 
fridit multum nimis, and yet repents, and is par. 
don'd: Antiochus does the ſame, yet implores 
the Divine Mercy with many promiſes, and is 
not heard : Ananias and Sapphira tell a lye and 
fall dead at the Apoſtles feet ; Sax! perſecutes 


'the Church of God, falls an Enemy to riſe an 


Apoſtle, that where Sin abounded, Grace might ſuper- 
abound. Amid(t ſuch dreadful Examples who can 

reſume ? Amidſt ſuch Inſtances of Mercy, who 
can deſpair ? Bleſled is the Saul who has a Stephen 


_ to Pray for him, Stephen full of Grace and Power, 


Grace to ask, and power to obtain. Bleſſed is the 
DAVID for whom they who tell by his hand, 
did at the place of Execution Pray ; could, in 
ſome meaſure, excuſe his fins of Infirmity, at 
leaſt cover them, with a Memento Domine David, 
& omnis manſuetudinis ejus ; O Lord remember 
David, for. his merciful Temper, and inborn 
Meekneſs. Memento Domine David. Thus Thus, O 

Lord, 


: I OE 


Lord, Revenge the Blood of thy ſervants , Forgive 
them for they knew not what they did ; Nay forgive 
them if they did know it, Lay not this fin to their 
charge. Tis the Sufferer Prays, Tis Stepben Prays, 
Tis} ESUS Prays, for whoſe ſake above all 
O Lord, Remember David, and all his meekneſs ; 
Memento Domine David. But *cis time I ſhould 
invite you toan Imitation, and beg your Atten.. 
tion to my Second Part. 


| 
| — —_ "9 —— 


I PART. 
| Full of Grace and Courage. 


Ho? our Nature be ſuch, that being ex- 
tracted out of Nothing, it continually 
leans that way , and is ſinking back to its Prin- 
ciple of Emptinels and nor-Being, (which moy'd 
the Royal Prophet to term all men mere Vanity, ,.. _. . 
Univerſa Vanitas omnus homo, ) Yet ſince it has SS 
pleaſed the Infinice Power and Wildom of God 
to give us a Being, and his Infinite Coodnels to 
ſuperadd a Well-being, both Nature and Grace ab- 
hor a Yacuum , They cannor ſuffer an F:apti- 
neſs, either in the Creature or in the Chriſtian. 
Sin empty'd the heart of Man of all that was 
good, and fild it with Vanity , which is but a 


Criminal. 


F 7 WP; 


_ 
AE 


Criminal Emptineſs. Wherefore ye ſons of Men, 
take in as much Honor, Fame, and Riches as 
your hearts can wiſh ; Indulge every appetite, 
Gratify every paſſion, Fulfil every delire ; 
While Honors are but opinion, Fame is bur a 
Breath , Riches are but an Imaginary good ; 
While all che reſt are nothing buc Vanicy and 
Sin, They are but ſeveral denominations of 
Emprineſs. For Plenicude or Fulneſs, as Macro- 
bius, tho' 2 Heathen, moſt Religioully obſerves, - 
appertains only ro Heavenly and Divine things ; 
and while we continue void of them, we are ſtill 
Empty. Univerſa Vanitas. King David tells us 
the buſineſs of Chriſt coming upon Earth, is 


ro fill up thele Vacancies, implebit ruinas, be ſhall 


Pal, 109. 6. fill. our Ruines, that is, he ſhall repair our Loſles : 


John 1. 14. 


and therefore the - firſt glimple the beloved 
Apoſtle had of him ( John 1. ) Vidimus eum quaſi 
unigenitum a Patre, We beheld him as the only be. 
gotten Son of the Father, that is, Full of the God- 

head ; plenum Gratia & veritate, repleniſht with 
Grace and Truth, which he came to communicate ' 
to Empty Man, and of his Fulneſs we have all re- 
ceived ; of which fulneſs? thatof the God-head > 
No ; Thar is incommunicable, unigenitum ; of 
the other then, Fulneſs of Grace and Truth. : 

1. Of Grace, the Term St. Luke uſes in the 
Latin Tranſlation, which ſignifies Faith, as the 
Greek 


SE Ea IE ns, 
=P 
% 
Py 


[17] 

Greek has it. 21y. Of Truth, which the Evan: 
geliſt calls Fortitude, in- St. Stephen, expreſſing the 
cauſe by the effect; for Truth makes us valiant, 
and when we poſleſs Truth, it obliges us to 
profeſs ic with Courage, it inclines us to com- 
municate it without Enyy , neither to be afraid 
wich it, nor aſham'd of it. Grace is a name 
amongſt Divine Gifts, as Charity is amongſt 
Vertues, or Love amongſt the Paſſions. Cha- 


rity according tothe Apoſtle comprehendsevery 


Vertue, becaule it fulfils the whole Law ; and 
St. Auſtin frequently teaches, Thac all the Paſſions 
are but love under other Names, and diverlify'd 
by its effects. So does Grace imply every good 
and perfeft Gift deſcending from the Father of Lights ; 
Give them what appellations you pleaſe, they 
are {till Grace, either gratum faciens, ſanRifying 
the Receiver , or gratis data, in order to the 
San&ification of others, as the Gift of Miracles 
and the like ; that is, in the words of my Text 
Grace and Power. 


- Now: the firſt Impreſſion Grace. makes in a 


Soul is that of Faith :- without which it i impoſſeble nebe. 11. 


to pleaſe God , that is to ſay, without which it-is 
Impoſſible to have Grace. Forif we approach to 
God by Faith, (accedentem ad Deum oportet credere) 
Till we believe, we are far off, we are ſtran- 
gers to him, we have no place in his favor, na 

| C {hare 


Ga 
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ſhare in the diſtribution of his Grace. But if 


' any fort of Faith were ſufficient , there wauld be 


Hebr. 10. 22+ 


no diſtinian between Infidels and Believers, For 
che Infidels believe a God, ſo the Jew, the Turk, 
and the Gentile ; Or if any fart of Faith in Chriſt 
were ſufficient , there would be no diftinaion 
between Believers and Mil. believers ; and yer 
their Sentence is very different in Holy Writ. 
Something mare then 15 required of us than Faich 
in Chrift, and this the Apoſtle infinuates when he 
exhorts us to approach unto him, cum corde vero, 
+ plenitudine fidei, with a true heart, and in the fulneſs 
of Faith: Tis the Character my Text gives of St. 
Stepben,and yet we lee it is no more than the Scrip- 
ture exas of every Chriſtian ; Ha plenitudime fidete 


| Tf ourFaithbe defective; If it be mixe with doubt, 


Curinſitss , 
 dpſocure no- 
"mine, inimice 
ſecuritati. 


Avg. 


or heſitation ; If our heart hold back upon account 
of Eaſe, or the Motives of human Reaſon, or the 
Suggeſtions of Curiokity which is never ſatisfy'd, 
our Faith is lame, our heaxt is falſe: We do 
not ſubmir our Judgments, we do not furren- 
der our Wills to the Doctrin of Chriſt - Whea he 
inſpires Faith , it is whole and compleat, De! per- 


fefta ſunt opera., the works.of God are perfect, 


and therefore a defeQive Faith is not from him, 
and can never bring usto him; Itis but the Re- 
ſul of human Aﬀent and Credulity; But let us 
approach unto him. with atrue heart, and in fulneſs W. 

MOGEAD NOT Om Eh 
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TY. . 
Faith: accedamus in vero torde ,' & in plenitudine 
Figet. | | | 
St. Panl Heby. 10. 38. tells us, The Juſt Man 
lives by Faith; from which words we cannot 
conclude that Faith lives of it ſelf for if ic liv'd 
of it ſelf, St. James would not tell us of a dead 
Faith, Dead without works, even as the Body with- James 2. 26. 
out the Spirit is dead; That is, of it (elf ir is 
dead , unleſs it beanimated by Hope, and work 
by Charity. Faith therefore when it enjoys its 
Plenitude, is accompanied with Love, Obedience, 
Courage, and Reſolution : and then it is truly 
a fountain of life in the Breaſt of the Juſt Man, and 
diffuſes itſelf and flows into all the-Faculties of 
his Soul and Body. It not only enlightens his 
mind, to confirm him in all the Truths God has 
reveal'd | and the Church delivers as ſuch ; but 
alſois a Divine Warmth, which enlivens all his 
Motions, guides and directs all his Thoughts, 
forms and gives birth to all his AﬀeCtions, re- 
gulares his Words, and allays his Paſſions, 
Wherefore perfect Faith is in the Chriſtian, 
what the Soul 1s in the reaſonable Creature. The 
Soul when it comprehends, is call'd Under/tand- 
ing : when it Reflets on what is paſt, is call'd 
Memory 3 when it loves or defires, is call'd Will: 
yet theſe are but three Names of one Individual 
Soul taken from her manner of Acting. So Faich 
| | C 2 in 


199) 
in.che Underſtanding is call'd Light. ; In the Wilt, 
Charity; and in the Action, _— or Pity. 
Three Natural Emanations of the ſame Grace, 
and when any one of them is wanting , it is im- 
perfe&t, and cannot denominate us Fl of . Faith. 
- Bur this Faith particularly ſhews ir lelt ad Extra, 
Without, in Firmneſs, Reſolution and Courage : 
And therefore it is added in my Text , & fort:- 
 tudine ," Fortitude not only to profeſs the Name 
of Chriſt agaiaſt all oppoſition, and in time of 
Perſecution, bur alſo to ſupport all forts of Ad- 
verlity and afflitions, quelling diſguſt or ſorrow, 
and all the Motions of Impatience. It weans our 
hearts of this world, by raiſing them above it ; 
ic makes us firſt contented to want the pleaſures 
of Life, and then enables us to deſpiſe them. Ir 
ſtrips even Death i (elf, of all ics frightful Equi. 
page, and diſcovers it firſt co be a thing notevil, 
then not formidable, and at laſt defirable., - - 


This is the Faith (Beloved Chriſtians) God has 
call'd you to, a Faith which will ſtand the Trial, 
will bear the Fire and the Anvil ; ſuch is the Cou- 
rage he has inſpir'd into your bearrs,, and expects 
will increaſe ac your hands. Nemo dicat, &c. Says 

Aug. 5erm. St, Auſtin, Let no Body precend chat in.theſe times 
250. de Temp. FY $ h 
we. have tio- occaſions of ſuffering Martyrdom ; 
The moſt peaceful time. of the Church never 
wants ts Martyrs.: habet &. pax noſtra as 
Si fs HOS.. 
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ſues. For to bridle your Paſſion, to fly Temptafi. 

ons, to. obſerye Juſtice, ro {corn Covetoulnels, 

to check the motions of Pride, ſays the Father, 

is a great part of Martyrdom. It was not of a 

> Stephen under a ſhower of Stones, or a Lawrence 

upon the Grid-iron St. Jerome {poke , but of a Fern. 5:17. 
great and: Noble Lady, when he wrote to Eu- ©" 
ftochium, Thy Mother was Crownd with a long Mar- 

tyrdom. For not only the Effulton of Blood does 

merit chat ſtyle, bur alſo the unſported Sacrifice, 


of a Devout mind, # a dayly Martyrdom. St. Bernafd rers. 8:am.;.5, 


i% Gail. 


Expounding thole words of our Blefled Saviour, 

who loves his ſoul, ſhall loſe it, makes no diference 

berween a Martyr and'a Penicent 3 ' perdet eam,! ſive, 

poutndo ut Martyr, frve affligendo ut pznitens, 'St. Jpbn: ». cbryc2. i 

Chry/oſtom goes yer further ; Let your Eye, ſays #7" 
e, regard nothing that is Evil, and ic becomes a. 

Sacrifice, faFus eſt Hoſtia-: Let your Tongye utter 

nothing undeceanc or uncharicable, and ic becomes 

an Oblation, fafta eſt oblatio , Ler your Hand com- 

micno Injuſtice, and it becomes an Holocauſt, 

fafta eſt. Holocauſtum. Let no body therefore. lay, 


adds St Auſtm, There axe-no Martyrs in our tings, 4g. cerm. 


quotidie Martyres fiunt ; Both God and the Dive] 7+ © 75". 


have their Martyrs every day. It. you bear that Ruirmyar jer- 


. : . Uatoru marda- 
Crols. which now {o much diſquiets you, whether +: excquumus, 
in un21ud ;ue 


a pallionate Hasband , Oba froward Wite, Or a, a%jox: ſurt 
gilobedjent, Child; >or a' Querulonus , Neighbor'; 279: 


*+Cicm. Alex. 


M1, what ſhape {oever 1t appear , whethec of a 4+ Strom. 
detracting 


a 5 3g 
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detra&ting Tongue, 'or a violent Hand, of an Im- 


. placable Enemy, or a falſe hearted Friend, provi- | 


ded you bear ic with patience, you are'a Martyr 
of God, It you murmur and repine at it, you are 
a Martyr ſtill , bur of the Divel. So that in the - 


| firſt you bear, and are rewarded : in the ſecond, 


Aug. ſupra 


Ambr. in Tſal. 
118, 


One afflition draws on another, you ſuffer, bur 
in order to a gyome puniſhment. Whatloever, in 
fine, you undergo for the Teſtimony of Truth 


and Juſtice, our Lord will put to the account of 
Martyrdom ; Quicquid pro Teſtimonio veritatis vel 
juſtitie pertulerit , totum et Dominus pro Martyrio 
compenſabit.” Thus lays St. Ambroſe, you may every 
day become a Martyr of -Chriſt ; Thus you may 


imirate St. Stephen ; Do not complain you cannot 


riſe to his height, by theſe means you draw him 
down to your own Level, and by Supporting 
the afflictions with Patience which are incident 
tro your ſtare and condition, you enter upon his 
reward, who has born the burthen and hear of the 
day. We ſerve a God in Pace & in Bello, eadem 
premia Viftoribus tribuens , ſays St. Ferome , who 
diſtributes the ſame rewards to every Conque- 
ror, aswell in Peace as in War. When we can. 
not therefore undergo the corporal Martyrdom, 


' which is in'the power of the Tyrant' and Perſe- 


cutor, Let us not -negle&t the Spiritual, which is 

always in our own hands. St. Bernard inquires 

why we cannot: drink the Chalice with the Holy 
Martyrs ? 
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Martyrs? We could do it, you will fay,(yow muſt 
fay it, if you be Chriſtians ) were it neeeſflary ; but 
the time of perſecution is over. But profeſs, re- 
lies the Father, I cannot eahily believe them who 
lay ſo. What 2 do you ply every day nnder a fa. 
miliar, under a Domeſtic Croſs; are 'youcontri- 
ſtated at a haſty word, are you mov'd to paſſion 
upon every {light negligence of a Servant ; are you 
oriev'd at 2 difappointment, becauſe your de- 
{erts and ſervices are not conſidered, becauſe you 
miſs of a preferment, or your Inferiors are put 
over your heads ? Do you ſtartle at the point of a 
needle,and do you think you conld bear the ſword? 
In mimimis probate conflitibus, quam viriliter in majori 
confliftu flare poſits. You may ce in theſe little 
affliftions, how unable you would be to ſtand a 
rigorous Conflict. Who cannot the leſs, cannot 
the greater, -isa Principle of Experience as well 
as of the Schools. If yon cannot endure the gent- 
leſt hand Divine Providence can uſe in curing 
your wounds ; it the Balm be too hot, if Lenitives 
corrode, how will you endure the lancing and 
ſearing Iron 2 It is not ſaid co you now adaies, con. 
tinues the ſame Father , Sacrifice ro Idols, and 
you ſhall live, or if you will not, you ſhall periſh. 
by all ſorts of exquiſite Torments : Bar, moderate 
; your Love of your ſelves ; what fo reaſonable > 
Take off your AﬀeSions from temporal things ; what fo 
adyantageons * Watch over your Paſſtons ; what - 
muc 
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much your buſineſs 2 Relieve the poor, whar ſo Di- 
vine ? Our Lord knows our weaknels, and ex- 
empts us from ſeverer Trials. It is not ſaid to 
you, deny Chriſt, 'but follow him; Men's hands 
are not arm'd to ſtone you , if you. Preach him, 
eicher by word or Example, but they flock to hear 
you, they-receive the word with all Joy , and when 
they ſee your good works, they glorify your Father 
which # ni Heaven. And do you till decline this 
ealy combat, where you have ſo .many allilting, 
and [o few oppoſing ? You. are not now born 
down by falſe Witneſfles, and a pepular fury, as 
Sc. Stephen was : Mens eyes are now open, they 
ſee your Innocence, and. bewail that of your Bre- 
thren oppreſſed : They deſire to ſee your good 
Works ; to take off the ill opinion they have im- 
bib'd as well of your Practices as DoEtrin. Yet 
you are as loole in your Behavior, as extravagant 
in your Dreſles, as immoderate in your Expences, 
as licentious in your Manners, and as Cenſorious 
and uncharicable in your Words, as if your ſelves 
vere the people abus'd, and had taken ſcandal ac 
your- own belief. Ah! Chriſtians ,:this., deport- 
ment of yours , too much evinces, too much 
verifies 'the terrible Do&rin-of che. Fathers, that- 
thereare more who deny -Chriſt of them; who 
profeſs him, than of thoſe who never acknow:- . 
ledged him ; more who. renounce'him without 
any provocation, than who deſert himjn che day | 
I ® 


of Battle, and in the fiery Trial. Sr. Ambroſe after 4n'r. u!1 


he had cry'd out for Joy, quanti ergo in occaltis quo. 
tidie Martyres Chriſti ſunt, &. How many are 
there ever in the Church who daily immolate 
themſelves in (ecrely co Chrilt, and become Mar- 


ſupr. 


tyrs by leading an innocent and penitential life 2 


O 
he breaks into tears, and another Quanti, How 


many have conſefled bim Without, and. have fince 
deny'd him Within ? Quant! forts confeſſs ſunt & in- 
tus negaverunt ! How many have itood the Teſt, 
and the Quettion for their Faich, who have now 
forgot their firſt works, and return'd to their old 
lives? How many have endur'd Priſons, who 
yield to every ſinful occaſion, and cannot hold 


out againſt the ſoft allurements of plealure! how 


many fall by the hand of a Dalilah, who con- 
temn'd that of an Executioner ? How many have 
we ſeen lo full of Grace and Conrage, as to Pre- 
pare their Necks for the Axe or Gibber, whom 
now we ſee ſtaggering under , and recoiling 
from the Scourge of affliction or adyerfity ? For 
having not prepar'd themlelves for thele leſſer 


Trials, they become impatient upon every flight 


occation, and while they think themſelves only 
leſs perfe& Chriſtians, they are on a {ſudJain 
found in the Judgment of the Apoſtle and of the 
Fathers Apoſtacizing from the Faith ; Subſtra&io- 
nis filis, men who draw back unto perdition, 1ays the 


Hebr. 19. 20, 


Apoſtle : intus negaverunt , who have denyed him -- 


D within, 


within, ſays St. Ambroſe : Sunt gs» Martyria in tem- 
pore pacis , ſunt &* negationes, ſays B. Ceſarius. 
722, Thus we find Martyrs in the time of peace, and 
Par. thus we find them denying Ciilt, who once 
were Martyrs for him; which makes the Church 
breath forth her Complaints ( adds St. Bernard ) 
in the words of the Propher, Behold in peace, is 
my greateſt bitterneſs. | 
But you may reply, nothing keeps our Faich 
awake, nothing roules and ſets an Edge upon 
Men's Courage, like Perſecution, and theretore 
good Life has been ever obſervd to flouriſh 
moſt, when it lyes under the grearelt oppreſſion. 
A Storm lodges the Corn, and bends the Reeds, 
but ic makes the Oak take root. You ſay true, 
but ſuppole falſe; you ſuppoſe you may live 
piouſly in Jeſus Chriſt without ſuffering perſecu- 
tion ; but belides the Apoſtles Declaration,. your 
own experience will teach you the Contrary; 
and while you have ſtill Enemies to forgive, you 
will find work enough for your Faith, - matter 
enough to actuate your Courage. 
There is no Paſſion lo violent, ſo hard to re- 
ſtrain, and ſo difhcult to overcome as that of Re- 
Venge , and therefore God reſery'd ic to himſelf 
knowing that in the hand of Man it could never 
be-kept within any limits; Therefore he has affixe 
a ſpecial prohibition to it, aad fenc'd it inas a 
Rom. 12: 19+ Divine Prerogative ; nit! V mdic3a, Revenge u mine : 


Therefore 
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Therefore he has forbid us the bare mention of ir, 
Ne dicas , ſay not T will recompenſe evil ; offer not por. 25, :2 
ſo much as to lay, Twill be reveng'd. But in a mar- 
rer to which our Nature is fo prone, he thought 
it ficting to ſuperadd Example to Command, and 
therefore he pray'd for his Enemies in the very 
height of his ſufferings, and heat of their Malice. 
And as if this ſtill were notg enough, left Man . 
might pretend , as St. Aſtin obſerves, the Ex- ,,, 5en.s. 
' ample of a God to be above his Imitation, he #7" 
ſers us a pattern within our Reach, and upon our 
own Level, he enables St. Stephen to do the like, 
Stephen, to whom we may apply, what the Scri- 
prure ſays of Elias, erit ſimilss nobis, paſſibilis, he james 5.17. 
was paſiible, he was ſubject to like Paſſions as 
we are, he'had his Paſſions like our ſelves, he 5,wom2ic. 
had his difficulties to overcome them like other 
Men, and' other Men have the ſame Grace by 
which he overcame them. Attende Stephanum con- ii. Hows 
fſervum tunm. Sand. 
But upon every flight occaſion you are dil- 
compos'd , you break out into wrath , "tis well 
if you are not tranſporced to fury : and you think 
ir a great matter if you bear with patience the 
ordinary occurrences of Life , or forgive thoſe 
Contradictions and Enmities which are incident 
to all conditions. You think it a great Victor 
if you do that amidt ſo much knowledge, 4 
bright Examples, ſuch vehement Exhortarions; 
D 2 {fuch 
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ſuch reaſonable Motives, and ſuch powerful aſ- 
liitances, all which Chriſtian Religion abundant- 
ly furniſhes, waat the Heathens law to be rea. 
fonable by che light of Nature, and in ſome 
meaſure perform'd by the help of vain Philoſo- 
phy. But behold Stephen your fellow-ſervant ; Con- 
{11der what provocations were given him. Ne. 
ver any man, except his Divine Maſter, had 
done better lervice to the State, His praGtices 
were as Loyal as his Principles; he was per- 
fectly obedient to the Temporal Magiſtrate, and 
raught others ro be ſo. As for the Spiricual Pow- 
ers, he Preach'd indeed a more excellent. Do- 
Erin, a Doctrin which convinc'd them of Error, 
yet he treats them with reſpect, he ftiles them 
Brethren and Fathers, Viri, Fratres, &+ Patres, au- 
dite. He argues from the Letter of the Law, and 
yet is accus'd of ſpeaking blaſphemous Words againſt 
it. His Evidences were lo ſtrong , and his Rea- 
ſons ſo convincing, and his Innocence ſo conſpi. 


_cuous, that the Learned(t of them all were not able 


to reſiſt, or gainlay the Wiſdom and the ſpirit by 
which he ſpake. Yer they charge him with Treaſon- 
able deligns and wicked intentions, They come upon 
him, make him priſoner, and inform againſt him 
to the Council ; concurrentes rapucrunt eum, @ ad- 
duxerunt im Concilium © and to deſtroy him by forms 


of Law, they ſet up falſe Witneſſes, ſtatwerunt falſos 


Teſtes. Bur theſe falle Witnelles by a ſpecial Pro- 


vidence 


eh 


vidence of God, which watches continually over 
the Innocent, and infatuates the Councils of the 
Wicked, lay the ſame matter of Fact to his 
Charge, which othcr profligare and mercenary 


Wretches ſwore upon Chriſt, The deſtruftion of 


the Temple, and by canſequence an Extirpation of 
the Religion. 

Now ſetting apart the Improbabiliry of che 
Depoſition , Me vilenels and proſticure Breath 
of the Deponents, the unconcern'dneſs he ex. 
preſl'd , his Calmnels at the Barr, the reſpe&t he 
paid his Judges, and even the lerenicy of his 
Conſcience breaking our upon his very Counte- 
nance, even when all who ſat in the great Councal, 
ook'd ſtedfaſtly on him, they were lo tar trom dil: 


covering any traces of Guilt, or ſtrokes of Con- 


--V. 14» 


fuſton, char they ſaw his face, tanquam Vultum Ads 6. 15. 


aneeli ,* as if it had been the face of an Angel, bright, 
clear, open, full of aſlurance, and free from 
Palo, Add to this he had fed their poor, cur'd 


their ſick, done great wonders and Miracles amon? ſt 


them ; all which put together might juſtly raiſe 


) 


In him a preater Reſentment of their Ingraticude. 
Yer all this, inflam'd with their Brucal fury , 
gnaſhing of Teeth, and clattering of Stones, (every 
one of which was a freſh provocation,) cannor 
hinder, him from falling upon his knees, falling 


before he was ſtruck, down, falling to Prayer, ro. 


Prayer for thole who with repeated Volleys 
interrupted 


Revel. 7. 2. 


Revel. 21.27. 


Ae 


interrupted his words, and ſtruck them out of his 
Mouth ; but being frll of Grace, he pardon'd them, 
and full of Humility, he kneel'd down to Pray 
for them ; and full of Conrage, he held out till he 
had declar'd the fulnels of his Charity, and ſet 
an Example to all the followers of Chriſt, 
STD, [47 NOT THIS SIN TO 
THEIR CHARGE 
Contra tanta &> talia , tu quis es, qui non diliges ? 
And now let me lee the Man who cannot forgive, 
who cannot love an Enemy ; who thinks much 
to pray for thole who hate him, andzo do good 
to thoſe who perſecute him. Shew me this Man, 
and | will cell him to his face, tho' he luffer in- 
nocently, yet he is not innocent: for this is the 
Mark of the Living God, it is the Character by 
which we are written in the Book of Life in the 
Book of the LAMB, i Libro vite Aeni, that 
a Man ſhould die innocent, and Pray for his Ene- 
mies, is very likely ; itisa Conſequence of our 


Religion. But that a man ſhould die guilty and 


yet Pray for his Enemies, without conteſling the 
guilt, is Morally impoſſible. For if it proceed 
only from Grace to forgive our Enemies , if it be 
the cffeCt of the greateſt Grace to Pray for them, 
that Grace would irreſiſtably oblige the offenders 
Conlcience,. were it guilty, to acknowledge the 
guile. I ſay it is Morally impoſſible co Pray for 
thoſe who ſhed his inigent Blood, and whom he 


accuſes 
4 | 
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accuſes of ſin for ſhedding it, (Lay not thys ſin. to 
their Charge, ) did he not belieye ic co be innocence. 
For otherwiſe we muit confound. the greateſt 
effe& of Grace, with the moſt horrible vi:3imn- 
lation , and allow of no diſtin&tive fiza berween 
the works of GoG. and thoſe of the Divel. 1 
know there is a ſinlv Stubbornneſs which ] ks 
like Conrage, and Peopte fometimes procelt their 
lIanocence at the Gallows and under the Axe, 
when they are really guilty. They may ſeem 
allo to Pray, but it is always with lo1!l a grace, 
wich ſuch Diſturbance of mind, as ic betrays 
the Cheat in the very Behavior and Comporr- 
ment, and agaſht countenance of the Delin. 
quent; but *s worth your obſervation, that 
luch people never pray for their Enemies. But 
when we ſee one Die Calm, and Serene, and 
Composd; whea we hear him Praying tor his 
Enemies heartily, in clear expreſſeons , and Without 
diſzuiſe, when we hear him renouncing not only 
all hopes of Pardons, or Diſpenſations, or after- 
Abſolutions , but even che hopes of his Salvati- 
on, and the comfoirs of another Life, upon 
the very brink of this, we cannoc, I ſay, in 
Conſcience, or Reaſon , or common Humani- 
ty, but think him co be what he profeſlcs 
himſelf, Innocent of the Fa&t or Deliga for 


which he Dyes; we cannot bur think him 
| full 
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cry 


full of Grace and Conrage, of Faith and Power. 
Thus STEPHEN, thus every Martyr 
ſuffered, and every one who ſuffers thus, is a 
MARTTR, and if the Sinner delires to ſhare 
in their Glory, he muſt not refuſe his portion 
of ſuffering, but he cannoc ſuffer ro his advan- 
rage, as Sc. Auſtin oblerves, unleſs he pray for 
ag. ſupra, his Enemies. Invite nullo modo pugnaverss, wiſt 
pro tuis inimicis oraveris. Let us conclude with 
Sr. Peters Exhortation, Let none of you ſuffer 


: as a Murtherer , or as a Thief, or an Evil-doer , &c. 
I Sr; 4&« 1 


Malediry *" Tet if any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, (either for 
428: 24de the profeſſion, or inthe practice ot it) Let him 


nexomi&. not be ajham'd, but let him glorify God on this behalf. 
In fine, ſequid patimini propter Fuſtitiam, if you 


ſuffer any thing for the ſake of Juſtice and Pierty ; 
Beati, Happy 'ye are, and Happy may you be, 


Sacred Majeſty, Righe Honorable and dearly 
Beloved Chriſtians, In the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of che Holy Ghoſt, Amen. 


—_——  — 


